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PROV. 25.5. 


Take away{or remove) the wicked from be- 
fore the King, and bis throne ſhall be eSfa- 
bliſhed in righteonſneſſe. 


T is not mypurpoſe now tomove 

&@ affection, lo much as ro informe 
and convince the. judgments and 
conſciences of men, concerning 
rhe rwoſides that are now an end 
inthis Land- I have obſerved it 
D 1 FR to be one of the maine engines 
which rhe Devill makes uſe of againſt the right ſide 
ſince the lare troubles began, to ſeduce whole Pari-, 
ſhes by ſeverall rotten Prieſts, and rhat concerning 
che Lawfulneſſe or unlawfulneſle, of the one fide or 
rhe other rhat are inArmes. What is more common 
then thoſe ſtumbling blocks thar. you meet within 
in every high way (as I may;fay) that fay this fide 
fights againſt the King; ey take up Armes pion 
| the 


(2) 


rhe Lords anointed,and therefore they ſhall receive 
ro themſelves damuriation; The maine piece] inteud. 


at this time,is to caſhiere all ſuch ſtu mDUuNg DIOCkS: 
Yet in rhe beginning I make this ſerious proreſtati- 
on,thar I fhal do every thing,thar I am now ro deli 
ver,from the very bottome of my conſcience, & ſhal 
deliver no more, then I defire to anſwer for at rhe 
great and terrible day of rhe Lord Chriſt. And be- 
cauſe I will nor reſt rhere alone (brethren) doe but 
traceme inthe Scriptures I ſhall quote ro you, 
(becauſe thoſe of unſtable minds wreſt Scriptures to 
ther owne perd;tion, and the deſtruticurof.orhers) 
view my reaſons, read over the Scriptures, and be 
you the judges. ; 

T ake away the wicked from before the King,and his 
Throne ſhall be eftabliſhed in rrght eouſneſſe. 

Myrtimeis ſcanted, atzd my prepararions I feare 
are too tedious, I ſhall conrra@ them as much as 1 
may- 

This Book is a Book of Proverbs, and a proverb 
is 2 ſhort, ſmoorh, pirchy ſencence,in which rhe Au- 
thor ſummes upa j e matrer in a few words, as 
men uſeto change Silver for Gold, that ir may be 


_ themoreeaſily carried. 


_ The —_—_ Do I Looby Biirer 
compare it to any thing uv e ſndden, then ro 
char Mannathar {ed the 1ſralertes in the wildernefſe, 
25 ® is deſcribed, Numb. 16," 31. Itisfaidir was 4 


fmal roundthing as coriander, white, and like wafers 


made of honey ; ſothele are bright and fiveer, and 


withall 


JJ 


withall ſmall oP "NO and indeper- 
dent; all rhe Chapters and vetſes of rhisbooke al- 
moſt; and therefore we may not look for coherence. 
Onely thus; the firſt ſeven verſes of this Chaprer 
containe obſervations about Kings'and Subjeas. 
The verſe preceding my Text, 1s an introdudtion to, 
and a proofe of the ſamematter, by a compariſon 
chat is here abſolutely ſet forth ; the compariſon is 
this, take away the droſſe from the Silver, and there 
will come forth a veſſel! forthe refiner, The drofle, 
rhatiis the wicked in my Texr;; the Silver, that is 
ſupreme authority ; and rhe veſſell for the finer, 
that anſwers to eſtabliſhing his Throhe in Righre- 
ouſneſe. + = 
Take away the wicked from before the King, and his 
Throne ſhell be eftabliſhed in Righteouſneſſe, 
The words,wirhout exception, they proceed from 
the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords originally - 
Inftrumentally they were dictated by the wiſeſt 
King thar ever fwayed Scepter, andtherefore muſt 
nec be good divinity, and accurate policiques. 
The chiefe morive that put me-on them in theſe 
times, and in this place, is the late proteftarion thar 
weall have made, and wirhall the perverſe gloſſes 
aud incerpretarions that corrupt mindes have put 
on it. | 
This verſe is a proverb, and therefore cannor fitly 
be handled inparts ; -onely if any. curious eye be 
willing ro fee it anatomized, we may rake it aſſund- 
crand ſhewir in ms ; we muſt y_ 
2 them 


(4). 

them together before wee can give the concluſi- 
wk 2 poſie of all; looke on-the branches, and 

cre 15 ION 1143 16495 #7 

Firſt, the meanes to perforaxethe duty, Take away 
the micked from before the King. . ao <3 | 

Secondly, the iffue or. end uporit, 4d his Throne 
ſhall be eſtalliſhcd in R zahteouſneſſ RE 14 

Theduty or means, Take away the wicked from be- 
fore the King. The endpremiſed thereupon, azd his 
Throne ſhall be eſſabliſhed in Righteouſnejſe. 

But my.conchifion: (/as I ſaid ) muſt be a poſie 
made up of theſe two branches bound together: thus 
it lies (FE walkeon a narrow edge, an therefore 1 
will keep as cloſe to the words of theTexg as I may) 
this is the concluſion : St 

The taking away of the wicked from before the K i112 
cjtabliſheth his Throne in Righteouſneſſe. 

There is thar that ſhall be the botrome of all my 
following diſcourſe at this time. Coopers] 

The Lord'bath generally ſaid this here, 'for al 
Scripture is given by iniþiration of God, and is profi- 
' table for dotireze, for reproofe, for correftion, for 11- 
{truf#107 1 Righteauſneſſe, 2 Tim. 3. 16. Andrhis 
was ſpaken by the Lord who 7s the bleſſed and onely 
potentage, the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
1 Tm. 6.15. 

Next, the Pen-man was the richeſt King that ever 
ſwayed Scepter, and therefore this muſt needs be a 
proſperous way ; and rhe-wiſeſt Kinf rhat ever 
ſwayed any Sceprer atid- therefore this — 

c 


(5) 
bea judicious way, r X#zg 10, 23; you ſhall read 
whac Solomon this Pet-man was. 

Finafly, che ſervants of King Hezek:14h were the 
tranſcribers, or the collte&ors, 25 we read it ver. r.: 
theſe parcell of parables were colle&ed by Heze- 
&tahs men King of Judah. ». | 

But. ro looke further for confirmition that the 
taking away of rhe wicked from before the King c- 
{tabliſheth his Throue in Righteouſneſſe ( for bre- 
chren this 1s the great work, that the great Counſell 


and -all rhar are 'imployedt by them are now up- 


on.) Note, 

Firſt, that this precept of thepreareſt of 1/7ae!s 
Kings, and the wiſeſt of all Kings, ts ſeconded by his 
owne praftiſe; look in 1 X12. 2. there are divers 
inſtances. 

One in cutting of Aox:jah, rhat rraicerous am- 
birious fondling ( though he were Solomvrs eldeſt 
brother ) Solomon faith, no more here then he pra- 
tiſed there; here he ſaith, take away the wicked from 


before the King, and his throne ſhall be eftabliſhed in _ 


Righteouſneſſe , there he takes away the wicked, thar 
one that could not be' wrought ou by mercy for 
pardon before,-rhat could nor b2 fetched over, he 
curs him off, ver. 25. 
Secondly, in that Chapter he caſheers Abzather, 
2 guilty fal{-hearted Prieſt, rhart followed 44on7- 


. 


jah, Ver. 26. 
Thirdly; he cuts off Fea a man of blood, that had 


trecherouſly ſlain rwo Captains morejuſt then him- 


B 3 ſelfe. 
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{elfe,ver- 21, ol the King (aid dot 4s thouhaHtt 
ſui, fall pon hin and Luvy him, that thou mail take 
the innocent hood mhich Joab- ſhed, from ane upd from 
the houſe of my Father, and the Lord ſhall returne his 
{lood pon bis owne head, who fell por two men mere 
/1ghteows and Letter then he," and flew them with the 
ſword, Frys 4 | 

Fourthly, in-puniſhing curſing Shimmer, rhat ray- 

led againſt the Lords anointed in his afflition, ver, 
A 4+ all in that Chapter. So 5 olomen faich NO MOre 
here, then there he made good in rwo ſeveral! 
paires of examples, all done it ſeemes in conformi- 
ty to this proverb or introduttion. 

But looke briefly a litrle further for more tc- 
ſtimony,look inthe ſame Royall linc and ſtate King 
David the father of Solomon ; and indeed David 

ave Solomon this Coppy, and he did but write aficr 
his fathers hand in the penuing and recording this, 
and in rhe execution-of juſtice in conformity to it, 
as we ſecin 1 Krng. 2. D avidgave him charge con- 
ccrning bloody Foab and curfing Shime;. Thus we 
fide tt from the Father and the Sonne, rhe Father 
a man after Gods owne hearr, the Sonne the wiſeſt 
King thar ever ſwayed Sceprer, and we find it from 
him by precept and by pra&iſe. 

Bur before I proceed ro further teſtimony ( for 
chis.1s the great poinrzand will be the great queſtion 
co0 as wee ſhall ſee anon) it is good to enquire here 
concerning the expreflions in the Text, to open 


(7) 


t le to ſee them anon. 
Firſt, what is meant by removing. 
Secondly, who are meant by wicked. 


Thirdly, what is meaur by Zefare the Kings throne, 


Firſt, what is meant by removing > 
ſo gry 4 (brethren) we wy" 1oovigrnn eX- 
ing, baniſhing caſhecring, diſplacing, or any 
other kind of puniſhment, ndhrabo vill OlES 
may be juſtly chaſtized, and royall Majeſty pre- 
ſerved and fecured ; fo the meaning is this, ro takc 
cfteQuall courſes that God and the Law may be fa- 
tisfied, and rhat ſuch may doe no further miſchicfe. 
Thus this King Solomon execured Adonijah, and Jo- 
ab,when faire means, and pardon would nor prevaile 
with Adontjab , thus he caſheered 44rather a grear 
Prieſt, and cut off Sh:emesr 2 rayling Subject as 1 ſar& 


before, rhis is briefly removing. 


Secondly by nicked,we muſt underſtand all known 


tranſgreflors, and delinquents againſt the Law of 
God and man,all dangerous malignants > Shall D 4- 
vid give you a liſt of rhem, in Pſal. 101, herels you 
of rhe wicked that turne aſide, ver. 2. Secondly of a 
froward heart and wicked perſon, ver. 4. Thirdly, of 
prey ſtanderers and proud Firits, v. 5. Fourrhly, of 
ſecret workers and tellers of lies, ver. 5, Or ſhall So- 
lomo adde ſomewhat to the Catalogue, 1 K7g. 2. 
heare what he ſaith, Firſt az ambit ou traiterom fa- 
wourtte, ſo hetook off 4donijah. Secondly, a rotten 
Prieſt, to he caſheered Abzather,. Thirdly, a 5/o0ay 


Free h 6 


them a litcle by che way, though 1 ſhall giveyou 2 


8) 
trecherow Cavalier ,' fo he executed” Joab; And 
fourthly, a r4zling Malignant, and ſo he cur off 
Shimei, Thus all wicked are'comprized, all drofſe 
as it i5 in the former verſ;drofle is , uy for nothiug, 
and while ir is mixed with'che Si 


ver it hirders the 
rcfiuer of a veſlell. | ; 
Whac is meant from before the King ? That is, 
from all ſpeciall office, epathatty in ſpirituals un- 
der and abour the King ; fo Abather 1n ſpirituall, 
Joab in marciall affaires, Adontjah for intimacy and 
counſell, and Ahaz morher Maacah for Idolatry. 
Primarily, by wzcked is meant all wicked -Counſel- 
lers, Courtiers, Officers, Servants, under and abour 
royall Majeſty, and the Throne, their ſinfull Coun- 
ſell and ſervice muſt all be caſheered, and reje&ted. 
Secondly, and more remotely, all wicked perſons 
ita Kingdome as farre as they are convict, muſt be 
brought to puniſhmenr, diſcarded, and difcounte- 
nanced, and dealt with accorditzg to Law ; for fo 
che phraſe is here, remove the wicked from before the 
Kikg, &c. but fo much for the leſſer caudle by the 
Way. | nb 
The maine piece I intend at this rime is (for I told 
vou I am altogerher upon undeceiving. of mens 
judgemencs ;and untangling of their conſciences,the 
maine picce- I ſhall ſtick on, are ) grounds of this 
trurh ; that is the ground and bottome of the whole 
queſtion and buſineſſe not onely diſputed: amon 
Lawyers, but among Souldters ; I ſay rhegrounds. 
of rhis, why, and wheretfore the wicked muſt be Fe: 
move 


(9) 
moved from before rhe King that his Thronemay 
beeſtabliſhed in Righreouſneſſe ; or why the take- 
ig away of che wicked from beforethe King, is a 
meanes to eſtabliſh his Throne inRighreouſheſſe. 

I will give you but two grounds 1n generall; bur 
the latter will yeeld ſeverall ps articulars. - 

The-firſt generall ground 15, becauſe the wicked 
that are before the-King are a high provocation of 
the Almighty. Youſhall ſcarce finde out, nay, you 
cannot -finde out ſuch a parcell of provokers in a 
whole Nation, as the wicked ones that are about the 
King:If there be wicked ones about the ThroneGod 
is-more diſpleaſed wirh that parcell of wickedneſle, 
then-with any patcell rhar nationally can befall a 
Kingdom, ſa. 1. 22,23, 24. Thy Silver wbecome 
e(a {ad caſe)thy wine & mixed with water.Silyer, 
the beſt, that becomes drofſe it isrhe worſt; wine,of 
all liquors the moſt lively and vigorous, mixed wirh 
wafer, it isworſe then if it were all water, how ſo >» 
in ver. 22. Thy Princes are rebels and companions of 
theeves, every one loveth gifts, ant foluwet after re- 
wards, Therefore ſaithrhe Lord, ver. 24. Ab, 7 
will eaſe me of mine adverſaries, and avenge me of 
mine enemies, Here is a burthen under which the 
ſpirit of the Almighry groanes (as it were) fo thar 
he ſighs again,as a man that his back ison the nick of 
breaking ; ah, I will avenge me, &c. What was 
the matter > The greatneſſe of the butthen of wick- 
ed grear ones nieare about rhe Throne ; wicked No- 
bles, wicked grear Gorvernours in choſe dayes that 


C were 


WT. 
were nexethe Prince (forſo Iunderſtand ic Y next 
the ſupreame; ſo in, Hof. g. 15. All their nicked- 
zeſſe 1s ty Glgal, for there F hated them for the wick- 
edueſſe of thesr doings, 1 will dreve them out of mine 
houſe," I will love them-no more, 8 their Princes 
are revolters : Por the wickednefle of Gilgal, where 
was that > At Gzlgal they choſe, ( they ſolemnized* 
at-leaſt) rheir firſt King, and that wasnor ana ac-: 
cording to Gods mind z, therefore the word Princes 
is added to ſhew that great provocarion and wicked- 
nefſe about the Throne, the wicked-neere about the 
King. Alſo in 4ſicah 3. (for I can bur feed you 
now with Cyphers) ſee what was their fin, ver. 1, 
2, 3- and their puniſhment, ver. $, 9,12. their fin 
was evill; Wicked grear ones, neere about the 
Throne ; and their puniſhment utter deſolation and 
deſtru&ion, and ſweeping away from rhe Earth. 
So in, Jerem. 5. 5. he ſpeakes of the-finne of great 
ones ; not onely the poore, but the great ones were 
obſtinare and ſtubborne and did breake the bands, 
and deſpiſe che coards 3 hereupon their puniſh- 
melt. i5 direli&tion in the verſe tollowing, 4A Zyor 
out of the forreſt ſhall lay them, vc. 

No mervaile then if the Lord in rhe matter of 
Peor, Num, 25. 4. when he was ſo highly provoked, 
oh for the heads of the peopleto hang rhem up be- 
ore the Sunne ; Take all the heads of the people ;; 
we muſt not underſtand the heads of all the people, 
as if he ſhould cut off the heads of all the people, 
but the chief,the-grear ones that were next —__— fs 

| Tabs 


I1 } 
-—_ them up before 
#ho Lord, that the fierce anger of the Lord may be 
turhed away from Iſrael, | 
, This is my firſt reaſon, becauſe wicked great ones 
neere about the Throne, are one of the moſt deſpe- 
rate provecatiens that a Land cat make to'provoke 
theeyes of the jcalouſie of the Almighty. It ts 
good reaſon they ſhould be raken away, and that the 
caking of them away, eſtabliſheth rhe Throne in 
Righreouſneſſe, becauſethe letting of them lone, 
provokes the Lord roſhake the Throne, & Crown, 
and Scepter and all. 
The ſecond reaſon ( for this is thegrear one char 
I ſballanſift on) it 15 taken from the manifold miſ- 
chiefes, and dangers that wicked ones about rhe 
Throne doe, the manifold thiſchiefes that are like 
co follow, and do uſually follow, when wicked ones 
are about the Throne. Thoſe miſchiefes and dangers 
of wicked counſellers, 'or great ones about the King 
are many ;' but I will reduce them to three heads, 
and in every one ( brethren) Thopel ſhall be patr 
and proper. | | 
"The firſt danger is of frand and flatterie, of ſedu- 
cing and miſleading a Prince by fraud and flatterie ; 
when wicked great ones are about che Throne? when 
ſuch Eare-wigges rake place abour the Scepter,they 
may ſeduce a pious and Relipious Prince from ju- 
ſice and Religion. 'Iſpeake no more then T will re- 
peat,and rhat 
ture'. I ſay chey may ſeduce a pious and Religious 
| S 3 | Prin 


repeat I will prove out of che Scrip- 
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Priace from juſtice aud Religion, from the truth of 
Religion, and rhe execution” of juſtice in govern” 
meut. See both theſe ( for all this while Tſhew 
you the great:concernment of the ſervice you areon, 
the greareſt thar ever God honoured ſouldiers with- 
in the Eng/:ſb Nation.) See it in point of Religion, 
for | the ſfeducing of a pious, and well: meaning 
Pritice there. You will ſay rhat the Pen-man of my 
Text Solomon was a pious Prince;he thar looks upon 
his prayer in Gzbeoz 1 K1ng. 2. for wiſdome above 
all things; wiſdome ſpirienall and. civill :: he that 
lookes on that prayer before the Altar, 1 K:ng.8. 
22, 23. He that lookes ou his munificent building 
of the Temple, - and rhe grear charge he was at for 
the-utenſils,-x Kg. Chap. 5, 6, 7. hemuſt needs 
colfeſle thar as Solomon was an extraordinary wiſe, 
ſo he was a pious and a Religious intending Prince ; 
yet the wicked before the Throne, neere about the 
Throne, nay his caſe was-ſuch, rhe wicked in the 
boſome of the Throne, in rhe lappe of ir, - they 
did draw aſide chis well meauing,. pious, and wiſeſt 
of all Kings, 1 Kg. 11. 1. There weread that his 
ſtrarige Idolarrous wives, drew him aſide from the 
right worſhip, contrary to his intentions, and con- 
rrary to all rhoſe prayers : therefore to prevent this 
miſchiefe, ir ſeemes thar Afa, 2 Chron. x5.16.took 
away Mazcah his mother from -being Queene, be- 
caule ſhe had made an Idoll zn2 a grove, 
Would you have another example, how- wicked 
ones before the King are in danger of ſeducing of a 


Prince 
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(13) 
Prince, rhough he be a pious, and well meaning 
Prince, even from rhe truth of Religion. Looke 
upon Foaſb, lively-is thac example; 2 Ehron.-24. 
There I read thar Joaſb was a Prince that was ortho- 
dox, and ſo continuedduring therime of Jehojadab 
the Lord proteQor : Bur Fehojada was full of daies, 
and he died; ver. 15, 16. and now Ffoaſb was lefc to 
ſtaud on his owne legges, and to the Princes, and 
Courtiers about the King ; And what were they > 
When: Zehojada was in his grave, The prences came 
and made obeyſance to the King, and he hearkned to 
therr voice, and they.left the God of therr fathers, and 
worſhipped Groves. Theſe Idolatrous Courriers, 
though they lurked in the Court all thar while, and 
durſt not ſhew their heads, for rheir heads, as long as 
pious Jehojada was alive, do when he was gone ; rake 
this Spoke 'out of the wheele and all crackes : So 
 weſeea double proofe, when Jehojada was abour 
the King, as Atix5 he beares up Religion, but when 
hewas gone, the wicked prevatleyich the King, 2 
Chroz. 34. 17, 1$. I note theſe three circumſtan- 
ces onthe words. 

Firſt, the time, after 7ehojada, he had made a co- 
venant before in therinie of f76aſb , the Kingdom: 
had: made a Proteſtarion, juſt ſuch as ours that we 
have lately made 2 Chron. 2. 16: Jehojada made 4 
Covenant betweene him and al the people, and between 
the King, that they ſhould-be the Lords people. There- 
fore they durſt not ſhew-rheir heads, ro ſeduce the 


King whett Jehojada was alive ; becauſe he was the 
| - -* Chicfe- 


now a dayes wicked Counſellerslaboure'to remove 


che proteftarion, therefore r 


(14) "A 
chicfec ſtitkler in che. proteftartidn.' Thit was the 
rimesz they watThed when Jehojaals was SONC ; 2s 


the godly trom about the King rake away Jebojada, 
aid rhenthey have their oportunirys 
Secondly, the Perſons the Nobles; the Gran- 


ics ; bur Idolatrous Nobles, corrupt inReligion : 


Ir ſcemes rhey went ro Church before, they diſco- 
vered not rhemſclves in Zehojada's dayes z rhey cook 


hey were Church Pa- 


piſts, Church Idolarers, conformable in Febojada's 


time; ſo much the worſe. Theſe were the men that 
when they had ſtaid and lived ſo long conformable, 
avhen chat good man that wasrhe Kings ſupport was 
taken away they ſeduced him. ts | 
Thirdly, marke the manner,andneanes to bring 
about the proje&, O beyſance , they came and did 0- 
veyſances, by infiruarion' and flattery: rhey ado- 
r& his ſacred Majeſty, and alcribed more ( gw 
chance) then he expected, and more .thenwas fit to 
be aſcribed toa man. By this you fee my firſt in- 
ſtance confirmed ; the danger and 'miſchiete of the 
wicked before the King, inrefpe&of fetjucing and 
flattery ; you ſeeT have proved ir by the wiſeſt 
King thar ever lived, and by King Foaſb, a man in 
whoſe dayes they had made a covenant againſt I- 
dolatry ; yet the wiſedome inthe one: and rhe 
covenant in the orher , when good Connſellours 
were taken away, and a hedge of evill Counſel- 


lours 
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Tors ſurrounded rhem,were'net able roſtaid again 
- Secondly, for perverting a Prince! from Jus: 
ſtice, Judgement and Joh ( for ſtill, EL. ami upon 
the point of ſeducing 'by Flatrery.) Firſt, from 
the trurh'of Religion, and rhen from Juſtice, and 
Judgement, rake an inſtance or two there. Thus 
Doeg ſeduced Saul againſt the Lords Priefts 
( rhough hebore them a little good will before ) 
ſce whar a miſchievous Edomite may doe with a 
King; he was an. Edemite, one of another Nati- 
on, and-of- another Religion ; bur it ſeemes rhe 
King had admitted him to his Privie Councell; ar 
teaſt to his Councell of Warre, 1 Sa. 2 2. ver. 
g. Then anſwered Doeg the Edomite , which was — 
over the ſervants of Saul, and ſaid, 1 (aw the Sonic 
of Saul comming to Ahimelech , the ſonne of Ahi- 
teh, When Saw! heard rhar David was diſcoves 
red, Saul ſaid to his ſervants rhat were about him, 
heare now ye Benjamites, 1s there none of you will ſhew 
me that my Sonne hath ſtirred up my ſervant a- 
gainſt me, to lye 11 watte, as at this day, Saul ſpake 
not to Edomites , bur to Benjamites. But ſee his 
forwardueſſe, then anſwered Does the Edomite, vc. 
verſ. g. And he tels ſuch a tale, that he kindled' 
the King againſt all che Lords Prieſts, that he ſenr 
ſpeedily for them, and commanded them to be 
{laine ; and when none elſe would doe it, the con:- 
plainer was the executioner,verſ. 18. 4/4 the King 
{aid to Doeg, turne thou and fall upon the Priefts , 
Fr | 3 and 


aud Doeg the Edomite ny Gs pon the Preefts, 
and ſmote with the edge of the Fi go . woman. 
and child, he doth more then he:is comimnanded to 
doe./.. That is one inſtance. ie 
But you will fay, 541 -was a King deferted of 
God, the ſpirit was gone from him and he was a 
wicked King. " 
See then ina good King, the force of the wicked 
before the King, rhat is, about the: Throne 3, the 
are of force to draw a holy King, a man after Gods 
owne heart, contrary to his proteſtarions and inten- 
tions ; they are of force ro draw him aſide, and to 
keepe him from .doing of juſtice. Look on Z 144 
in Davzas time and reigne; the 101. Pſal. is Da- 
vids proreſtation, where he promilſeth and proteſts 
in the preſence of God (and doubtlefle the man 
did meane as he ſpeakes ) To doe juſtice and judge- 
inert, to walke in his houſe with a perfeft heart, and 
220 evill thing ſhould abide in his ſight and preſence , 
him that ſlandered his Neighbour he mould. deſtroy, 
and he would cut off the wicked from the Land, 'Bur 
Ziba tels a taleof Mephiboſheth, a ſlanderous lie, 
that he did nor come to meer D 4vz4, becauſe he ho- 
ped rhe Throne ſhould be eſtabliſhed upon the 
houſe of his Father. Hereupon Þ avi@ gives a raſh 
ſentence;. that Mephiboſheths lands muſt be forfei- 
red, and Ztba ſhall have them ; and afterward when 
Mephiboſheth rels ye truth, chat hewas a loyall 
Subje&, and ſo ſympathized with the King, thar he 
did not cut his haire, nor waſh his hands, nor ſhave 
himſelfe 


(17) 
himſclfe during the Kings rroubles ; yet Zibabe- 
ing neere about the King, fo prevailed chat he could 
not doe judgement atthe laſt, compare 2 Sam.x 6. 
2, 4. with 2 Sam.\ng, 29, where he ſaith, Jhove 
jaid, thou and Z iba divide the lands : Is this accor- 
ding to his proreſtation > Would not 2 man have 
believed, when he ſaid 7 will walke zn my houſe with 
an upright heart, thathe did meane according to his 
expreſfion > Yes without doubr he did ; bur 'it 45 
not as David meanes, but as the Courrftands affe- 
Red, and the Courtiers about bim : for though 
the Princes meaning be pions, if there be ſuch a- 
bour him, their ſeduction, and fraud, and flatrerie, 
may carry him againſt his owne intentions, by the 
efficacy and power of fawning Conrtiers ro ſeduce 


a ſincere Soveraigne ro wrong his beſt and loyalleſt 
Subjefts. David had not a more loyall Subje&, 


then that honeſt hearted mortified ſpirited 4ſepbi- 
boſheth, yer norwithſtanding thar he was ſo deſer- 
ving a man, notwirhſtanding Daved was o ſincere a 
King, and made ſo full a proteſtation, he drawes 
him aſide and miſcarries him. Many other exam- 
ples I could produce. This is the firft miſchiefe and 
danger of the wicked before the King, the danger of 

fAartery and feducing. + 
The ſecond danger is of miſ-information, ( for 
theſeare of ſerious conſequence, and if they be ſe- 
cioufly confidered, rhey wilt pur a ſharper edge 
upon the ſword of juſtice in your hands, ( for it is 
che ſword of juſticerhar you I ) then _ 
ther 
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ther argument whatſoever.) Secondly che danger 
of the wicked about rheKing,/1s 1n miſ-informarion, 
aud evill Counſell, andfover+counſelling, and over- 
bearing a Prince 1n counſell ;- #hey may dray aſide 
a Prince : The example of Rehoboarn is famous, he 
was the ſonue of rhis Sclomon, 1 K1ng. 12. There 
were two ſorcs of Counſellers about rhe King. Firſt 
rhe old menrhac ſate before his Father, the grave 
Counſell, the old Parliament of 1/rae!,: as we read 
ver. 6, 7. and whar doe they adviſe him ro > Gen- 
tleneſſe and moderation, - ro ſpeake kindly to the 
people and to be their ſervant that day, and they 
were his for ever. The other avere the yong Coun- 
ſellers, the Cavaleeres counſel], hot ſpitirs, high 
ſpirits rhar: were younger, and they: contrary give 
advice ; they will have him that he ſhall be a King 
by the ſword;. by power, and might, and ſcourges, 
and whips, and ſcorpions to ferch them in; and 
rhey ſhall rry whether he ſhall be a King or one ; 
and the ſad aflue we read of in ver. 16. Ir was per- 


nicious though it were pleaſing Counſell ; thus in 


Rehoboams cafe. 

Anothers inſtance I could 'giveyou in Ahaſueros, 
that mighty: Prince, . rhat: had ſo maty ſcore of 
provinces z yet Hamaz was roo hard for him in 
Counſell. In Hef. 3. there we read of Hamars 
Pur ; he caſt lottes,, hewent ro the Devill, and to 
witches; that he mighr-fand a way tocompaſle it ro 
bewitchthe King. His inſtquation to the King, was, 
thar it. was nor for rhe Kings' profit to ſuffer them ; 


and: 
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and they were a People thai were ſcatrered, 
other lawes, contrary ro orher Narions (t 


ſame 


lawes that-were uſed in che Northerne troubles, and' 


are now uſed in all England) and fo, he prevailed, 


_ andincloſedKing Ahſuzeros with theſe arguments, 


being too hard for him in Counſetl, that he made 
him to ſigne away the life of his owne wife, that he 
did not know or underſtand till 2 fterward. 


But beſides thoſe rwo rhat I have named, which 
both prove the danger of the wicked abouriche King 


in reſpe& of counſell; rake in the third place,the' 


inſtance of King Dari, rhat comes par to our 
rimes. The Courriers were roo hard for Dari, 
they caprived him in their counſels, they over-ma- 
ſtered him,they inwrapped him thar he could :nor ſee 
the. truth, he could hot ſee the bottome, D a7. s. 4, 
5» 6. wearea notable paralell for it ; che Malig- 
nants, they had a defigne upon D al, becauſe he 
was of a more 224. a8 pirit then they; and be- 
cauſe rhe King ſer him above the reſt of the Preſi- 
dents. Then in the 5. ver. ſay they, we ſhall not find 
occaſiou againſt him, except it be concerning the I,aw 
of bis God , and they aſſembled and made a decree, that 
whoſoever ſhould aske any petition of” God or man for 
30. dayes but onely of the King, he ſhould be caſt into 
the denne of Lyons, In verſe 9. D 4x 2114 ſ1gnes the 
writing, he gives it under his hand and ſeale, be cor: 
ſents to ir and likes it well, becauſe ir was according 
ro his preſent information ; he ſaw nor rhe depth of 
rhe deſigne ; bur after he ſaw ir, when the dcſigne 
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was unmasked and ynvizarded, and-he eſpyed rhe 
batealls of rhe projet, the King was farre- enough 
from confentingin that fenſe, and to rhar end rhat 
they iutetided for in ver. 14. when the King beard 
theſe words, thht is, rhar they meant to accuſe Danr- 

el, he was ſarg'd: leaſed, 

If a man'/had asked rheſe men rhe queſtiOD; or had 
. takenup Armes againſt them, or had ſupplicated 

agaidft it, they would have faid, Iris the King, oh 
we comein the name of the King, we have ic under 
his hand and ſeale : They had it by a wyle, anin- 
vention that tarned it another way then the King 
intended ; but after when he ſaw it, he was willing: 
ro recall his hand and feale ; but they preſſed him, 
thou haſt ſigned a decree, &c. Therefore you ſhall 
fiud thar afterward, He ſet his heart to deliver Dani- 
el, and to revoke his owne decree upou betrer infor- 
mation, and to recall rhat thar he had nor onel 
ſpoken, bur had given ir underhis hand and feale,. 
but the men were too hard for him in counfel!). 

I ſpeake this mainly, becauſe there are thoſe, that 
if they can (rhough upon mis-information ) get 
but the word, or the hand, or perſon of the King to- 
confirme, and ſ1gne what rhey doe, it muſt be ac- 
counted rebellion, and rreaſon, and whar not for 
men ro labour betrer to informe the Prince, and to 
undecetive him: when we ſee it is common in Scrip- 
ture, thac Princes have given! more thankes to them: 
that have undeceived them, and delivered them 
from-cheir owne hands and ſcales ; that they have 


beene 


(21) , 
beene ptevailed upon to give upon miſ-informati- ' 
on, then ever they did to chem thar obraine! chem | * 
þ at their hands. Therefore inverſe 9g. King Darius 
ſealed the writing , but in verſe 14. He was difplea- 


ſtd with himſelfe and ſet his heart upon - Daniel to de- 
| Tiver bim, Thar is the ſecond. Firſt the danger | 
- TY by flattery ; ſecondly, of evill Coun- | 
ell. 


The third 1s.rhe er aud miſchicfe of force Þ 4 
and violence 4 The taking amay of the wicked from \ | 


before the King, &s a meanes roeftatliſh his Throne 1n 
Righteouſpeſſe,, becauſe of the violence , and the 
force thar a King is m danger of ; when the wicked 
are about the Throne, his perſon is in danger to 
be maſtered by their fore, and power,and ſtrengrh. 
z Sam, F 3 8. See It in David, Malignants may be 
roo hard for a King by force, and violence, as well bo 
as by flattery and Connſell. The King ſaid ro his of 
ſervants, Know ye #ot that a Prince, and a great man 
is fallen #n Iſrael? 1 this day am weake though an- 
nointed King, and theſe men the ſonnes of. Zerviah 
are too hard for me. This'was the caſe, Joad had kil- 
lyd Abner ttecherouſly, David was King, Joab was 
the Generall of his Army and his kinſ-man, Paved 
was Ulukle ro Foeb and his brother,they were his ne- 
phewes ; 7 oab had flaine Advrer baſely, It was 4 
murther, and atrecherous murther, and P4vid was 5—j 
King and ſhould have done juftice, and he had pro- 
reſted it, yet theſe were too hard for him, not in ; 
point of ſeducing by flartery, or of evill Counſell;. | 
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but by force and violence. David could not make 
his parry good againſt Joab, becauſe he was Gover- 
nour of the Army, andhe was afraid that Joab mighr 
make more force then he, and ſo- he maſtered the 
King, aud kepr him from doing of juſtice, though 
he were a juſt King, and-had vowed to doe juftice, 
and blood called upon him : Yet theſe ſonnes of 
Zerviah (for there were chree of them, bur one 
was (laine) rheſe grand Cavalceres, when they had 
gotten the ſword it their hand, though their pre- 
rence were to help David, yer afterward they o- 
ver-maſtered him, and would kill and flay, and 
Davidconld norcheck them for ir. _ 

The like may be faid-of rhe great.ones about King 
Zedekiah, that example rhough it be large is per- 
ctinenr, Fer. 37. hewas a friend to Feremzah, bur the 
Princes bore fin downe and would have the blood 
of Teremzah , he had great ones abour him ſo long 
a5 they would have what they. liſted,” contrary to 
the King, and maſtered him, ver. 2 1, The Zedekriah 
commanded to put Jeremiah into the court of the pri- 
ſon, Here the: King favours the Prophet according 
to his requeſt, he frees him our of- the greateſt 
ſtraire he was in : Yer after, the power of the No- 
bles rurned rhe ſtreame, as we find, Jer, 38. 4. read 
ver. 1. what the Princes were, Shephariah the ſoxne 
of Mattan,and Gedaliah the ſon of Paſhar, and Tucal 
the ſon of, c. foure of the Kings great favourites a-: 
bout him,rhey ſaid,ze beſeech thee let thisman be put 
to death : far thus be weakneth the hands of the men of 

mAarre 
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warre that remarne 1n (- 3) and the hands of af 
the people, i: ſpeaking ſuch words untothem , for this 
man ſeeketh not the welfare of this people, but the hurt, 
Then Zeaekiab the King ſaid, behold be is in your 
hands, ec. Yetbefore he had done him good, and 
favoured him; and intended' to favour him ; bur 
rhey forced the King by violence, rhey did over- 
maſter him, and over-beare him, and made him goe 
contrary ro his-mind and intention + And afterward 
when Ebzedmelech the Ethiopian, agood Courtier, 


had informed the King that 7eremz7ah was itnocenr, 
42s we read'ver.8..9. E Ledmelech nent forth out of the 


Kings houſe, and fake tothe King ſaying, My Lord 
the King, theſe men have done evill in all that they 
have done to Jeremiah the Frophet who mthey have caſi 
znto the dungeon, and be is like to die for hunger 112 
that place where be 1s, Thenrhe King was of another 
mind, and'in-ver: ro. he commanded him to take 


thirty men rO take Teremiah Our of the dungeon be- 
fore he died. And Ebedmelech tooke the men with 
him, 4d went into the hoaſe of the King under the 
Treaſury, ep. Then inver. 14. Zedekrah the King 
ſent and tooke Jeremiah 1zto the thirdentry. of the 
houſe of the Lord, into a ſecret place, for the Princes 
abotithim were roo hard for hiaz; and-he durſt not 
be knowne rohis Courriers that he had any corre{ 
pondency with Zeremzah. See how lamentably a 
King may be captivated by the wicked that are 
about the Throne. 7er. 3$. 14. Zedekiah ſent and 
tooke 7eremiab into the third entry of the houſe of 
the 
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che Lord, and ſaid, I will aske thee a thing, hide 
nothing from me. Then 7eremiab {aid unto Zede- 
kiah, if I declare it unto th:e wilt thou not ſurely put 
me to death 2 And #f I give thee counſell wilt thos xat 
hearken unto me 2 So the King ſware ſecretly to Jere- 
mtahſay:nzg,as the Lord liveth that made ws theſe ſouls, 
1 will not put thee to death, neither will 7 geve thee 
ento the hands of theſe men that ſeeke thy life, Then 
ſaid 1eremiah, thus ſatth the Lord, 'he gives him 
counſell. In ver. 24. faith Zedekiah, let no mar 
know theſe words and thou ſhalt not die : and if the 
Princes heare that 7 have talked with thee, and they 
come unto thee, and ſay unto thee, Declare unto u« 
now what thou haſt ſaid unto the King, hide it not from 
145, and we will not put thee todeath , alſowhat the 
K ing ſaid unto thee, Then thou ſhalt ſay unto them, 
1 preſented my ſupplication before the King, that he 
would not cauſe me” to returne to Tonathans houſe to 
die there. The King bids him pop them off with 
another anſwer, aid durſt not be known thar he had 
ralked wich the man of God : he was over-maſtered 
by his Courtiers that hedged him round, they over- 
maſtered him by rheir power.Is there nor need then, 
and is it not juſt to cake away the wicked from be- 
fore the King that his Throne may be eſtabliſhed 
in Righteoufneſſe > If there be danger of miſchieſc 
all rhefe wayes, of ſeduction by flattery, rhough a 
King intend never ſo ſincerely ; and of evill counſel! 
inover-bearing him, and "circumventing him, ne 
c 
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he ſhall not be able co ſound into the depth of their 
deſignes ; and of violence, when they have gotren 
{words enow 1nto their owne hands, to make a pri- 
ſoner of the King, and yet to doe all in his name 
as if he were the chiefe Commander: there is good 
reaſonthat the wicked ſhould be raken away from 
before the King ; and that the taking them away is 
the ſtabliſhing his Throne-in Righteouſneſle. 

But here an-objeftion muſt be cleared before'I 
touch the application. 

The objeQion is this, you will ſay it is true, wee 
all agree that the taking away. of the wicked from 
before the King 1s the ſtabliſhing of his Throne in 
Righreouſueſſe, and that rhe wicked ſhould be taken 
away from: before the King ; Bur ſtay, 

Who muſt be the takers away > 

And how muſt they be taken away ? For this 
ſeemes to be the nick of the poinr, and- the- whole 
queſtion is tripartite, 

Who muſt be removed > By whom ? 

And how muſt they be removed > and ſo ſhall 
my an{wer be. Briefly, 

Firſt, who muſt be taken away, I rouched before, 
but now ſhall more fully and clearly anſwer. 

Firſt, generally, the wicked; originally, it is the 
evill and ungodly thing : bur ſo'ic includes all wick- 
ed perſons, things and a&s rhat are before the 
throne, Prov. 23, Righteouſneſſe exalteth a Na- 
tion; but ſinne 16 a reproach toany people. That is rhe 
oendrall : all provoking _ rhiugs,perſons & _ 

| ut 
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But ſecondly, and more particularly, all evill 
things, acts and perſons. 

Firſt, in poinrof Religion; ſo-4aacah ang her 
Idoll muſt goe downe, 2 Chron. 15. 16.. So treche- 
rous A%tather the Prieſt muſt bebanifhed,- 1 Kize. 
I.. 26. So Joaſhes Princes muſt be caſheered, 
» Chro, 2 4 + | ; | 

Secondly, as in Religion, ſo in the Camp ; bloody 
Jab, though he be ncer rhe King, muſt have juſtice; 
and Adortjah if need be, becauſe he is a Subje&, 


muſt be cut Off, 1 X28. 2. 25. 


Thirdly, in the Court ; Doeg andZ:4a, and Ha- 
man, with Zeadechiah's Counſellers, and Princes 
thac were roo hard for him; and Dar: Princes 
that were too hard for him ; rhey all muſt be re- 
moved and taken away. All in ſhort that David 
names in Pſal. ror. 1 will early deſtroy the wiched 
of the Land, that 7 may cut off evill doers from the 
City of my God. That is, as farre as they are knowne 
and convicted, they may nor be prorefted bur yeeld- 
ed up to juſtice. 

Secondly, who muſt remove, which is the man 
rhat muſt doe this > There is rhe queſtion; who - 
muſt be the removers and takers away ? (I goe ſtill 


with aclew of Scripture iu my hand.) 


I anſwer, the Kings authority muſt doe ir, I have 
Scriprure for ir, Pro. 20. $. The King that fitteth 
zn the Throne of judgement, ſtattereth away the evill 
with bis eyes, Ler meexplainethis Texr, andthe 
great knot is untied. The X:zg that fitteth, &c, By 


the 
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the King inthe Throne ot Judgement, we are rs 
underſtand, not rhe pleaſure and will of a King , 
no nor the very ſtri& perſon of a King;bur we are ro 
undertand the Royall authoriry as it is exerciſed 
according to Law ; therefore he ſaith che Kg /it- 
ting upon the Throne, that is, the King in che Court 
of judicature; he ſcattereth away the evill with his 
eyes, he affrighteth and judgerh, and removerh 
wicked perſons and things , by looking narrowly 
afrer them. So that iatwo words, if you would 
know who muſt berhe removers, it is Royall au- 
thority, The King upon the Throne of judgement , 
thar is, the King in all his Courrs of Juſtice : for 
concerning the willof a Prince, none can be ſo un- 
reaſonable as to _—_ that the will of the Prince 
muſt rell, who ſhall be taken away, and who ſhall 
be ſaved ; for then ir is nor Monarchy, but Tyranny. 
Then for the perſon of the Prince, he ſirsnot in the 
Courts, he is che Center and therefore is unmoove- 
able, and all the lines are drawne from him ; rhe 

judicature of Parliament, as the higheſt Court, the 
greateſt line drawne from the Center of Royall au- 
thority, and all orher perty lines under it. 

But you will ſay, if rhe King were in rhe Parlia- 
menr, then there were the Royall authoriry, that 
hrs take away the wicked from before che 

rone. 


I an{wer, can the tyching man doe his office, and 
the Conſtable, and perty Courrs, and the prefence 
of rhe King not be required for the execution 
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of them ; and ſhall the Supreame Court of the 
Kingdome have leffte power then Court-leet , or 


Court-Baron ? | Ler reaſon and- ſenſe judge : So 


when 1t 15 asked who ſhall remove them'> I. ſay, 
Royall authority. This is thatthar Peter meanes, 
2 Pet. 2.13, 14. $ ubmit your ſelves to every Ord:s- 
nance of man, forthe Lords ſake , whether tt be to 
the King as Supreame, or unto Governoars, as them 
that are ſent of him for the puniſhment of evill doers, 
and for the praiſe of them that doe well. This Texr 
15 commonly perverted by our rotten Dtvines. S«4- 
mit to every Ordinarce of man for the Lords ſake: the 
Ordinance is of man, the ſtamp of ir is of God. 
There be diverſe Ordinances of man, of Monarchy, 
ef Ariſtocracy,ſuppoſe of Democracy.VVharſoever 
the Ordinance of man be in the land thou liveſt in : 
if itbe inthe Low-Countries,- ſubmit to the Or- 
dinanceof Ariſtocracy forthe Lords ſake ; if it be 
in Ezglazd, ſubmit tothe Qrdinance of Monarchy 
for the Lords ſake; if in another place ſubmit to 
thar Ordinance for rhe Lords fake ; ſtill the: OQrdi- 
nance 1s of man, theirs is the metrle, and the ftam 

is of God. For the-Lords ſake, whether zt be to the 
K2ng as the Supream, or to Officers ſent of him , why 2 
for what > For the puniſhment of -evill doers, ,and the 
 pratſeof them that doe well , {0 che Ordinance is to 
che praiſe of them that doe well, and the puniſh- 


ment of them thar doeevill. Now the Ordinance 


in out Kingdome you know what it is, it is upona 
pa& or compa; and the greateſt priviledge of rhe 


Subje&t 


OED 


| 


(29 | 
Snbject in that pact, is the great affembly of Par- 
liameur: 

Bur how muſt this be done > If Royall authori- 


ty muſt doe it, the King in his judicarure, from the: 


Parliament ro the. Conſtable muſt take away the 
wicked from before the King, thar is, as far as they are 
convicted, and as farre-as his Office exrends. 

But how muſt they be taken away > 
I anſwer, by divers ſwords. 

Firſt, by the ſword of the mouth, if it be poſſible 
by grnnie admonicions, aud ſharp reprehexſions.'So- 
Solomon dealt with Adontjah, and with Shimes, firſt 
he gave them gentle monitions';- and if words will 
doe, iris a thouſand pitties that blowes ſhould be 
uſed : But if monitions, and reprehenſions, and 
ſummons, and warrants will not doe ir, 

Then the ſword of Juſtice, as in rhoſe rwo caſes; 
ſo when Adontjah would nor rake admonirion, when 
Shime: would not take reprehenſion, but both 
cranſgreſſed the Law afrer , both ſuffered by rhe 
{word of Juſtice. : | | 

But what if Delinq.make a party againſt theſword 
of Juſtice,and there be a ſword of rebellion againſt 
the ſword of Juſtice, that that cannor prevaile > 

Then 1n the third place the (word.of warre ; if 
the ſword .of the mouth will not doc ir ( as you 
know what great trying. and- labouring there harh 
beene by the pen.) Next the- ſword of Juſtice hath 
beene endeavoured ro bring them to condigne pu- 
aiſhment ;. bur if that will not doe, rhe ſword of 


E 2 warrc 


(30) 
watre, if rebellion make head againſt Juſtice ; 1 
ſpeak nor this of my ſelfe but from the Lord ; look 
it Jag. 20.the hiſtory of the men of Gibeah, they 
had committed a notorious fa, they had. raviſhed 
a Concubiuec, and raviſhed her todeath. Here was 
firſt rhe ſword of the mouth uſed ; the Tribes came 
rogether, and ſeut to rhe Benjamztes to deliver the 
delinquents ; .and then they offered the ſword of 
Juſtice to end the buſineſſe. But they draw the 
{word of warre, 'and reſiſt Juſtice, and come aud 
make head againſt the aſſembly, and determination 
of char Parliament. Hereupon God bids them draw 
the ſwore of warre, and ferch the delinquents by 
force ; they mer rogether andyyept, and God bad 
them goe up; the cauſe was his, it was Lot pro- 
perly a ſword of warre, burta martiall ſword of 
juſtice. | 24th 


+ But you will ſay, then there was no King in 
Iſrael. 

Whar of rhat > Is there leſſe authority to fetch 
out delinquents becauſe there is a King ? Is he the 
obſtrufter or the promoter of Juſtice > noc the 6b- 
ſtruCer, bur promoter of ir. | 

Beſides, though there were not rhe game of a 
King, there was regall authority, rhe Scepter was 

then in Judah, 2s we read in Jadg, 1. 2. Jude. 
20. 18. Judah muſt ſill goe up firſt. 

The uſe(which I intendo be bur ſhort in)is for in- 
formarion. If rhe raking away Of the wicked from 
before the King eſtabliſh bis Thron in righteouſnes, 


then 


RO 
then let this my brethren convinceyour judgemetits 
and ſhew you a cleare warram, nay the neceflity of 
. the cauſe and ſervice you are on, and is now on foor 
rhrough the Kingdome ; I know the rotten Clergie 
and all Malignants will tell you that this party fight 
againſt —_— yet the Scripture rels you, Kee 

uch men as labour to remove the wicked in a leeal 


on 


way from before the Xing, eſtabliſh his Throne in 
Reghteouſneſſe. Now I put ir to the quere, Are noc 
theſe wicked thar are endeavoured to be removed > 
Are they tot robbers, traitors, raviſhers, rebels aud 
delinquents > And it is the removing of them in a 
legall way, becauſe you are called to ir by authority 
and by every branch of your proteſtation. 

Theſe ate the heads of the Proteſtarion : Firſt, 
Religion, and rhat cals on you, becauſe Papiſts are 
in armes, aud are grear Commanders, and are now 
fighring againſt our Religion. | 

Secondly, your Soveraigne cals upon you in his 
higheſt Court of Parliamenc ; his foule, and his 
body both call for ir : for they muſt needs be 
borh in danger amongſt unreaſonable and bloody 
men. | 
- Thirdly, the Parliamenr, and in it all rhe Par- 
liaments for time to come. Tf this Parliamenr 
faile, you may all write, Lord have mercy oz 14, as 
you doe upon infeted houſes; you may write it up- 


on the doores of the Parliament, and upon all the 
houſes of rhe Land. 


Low 
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(32 
_ Youwill {ay, not fo, for "0 is a tricnniall Par- 
liament granted. | 

Is it poſſible ro gather a trienniall Parliamert 
hereafter, if we be nec able to keepe rogether a Þar- 
liament that isſer,for whichwe have as good an Act 
as for the other > He thar will be blinde may be, by 
ſuppoſing that we may ger a Parliament-if we cat- 
not keepe chis now we have an A for it. | 

Fourchly, your Lawes call upon you ; they 'be 
all crampled under-foor : there is no puniſhment 
for robbers, killing is now no ſinne , rapes and ra- 
viſhings are not queſtioned, they are nor to. be 
taxed. 

Fiftly, your Priviledges call on you : who can 
ſay, what 1s mine, if theſe things goe on > 

But you will ſay, his Majeſty in bis Declarati- 
ons ſeemes ro diſlike of this courſe of going to 
watrre. 

Wemuſt diſtinguiſh of his Majeſties. being a- 
mong his Cavaliers, and his Majeſty firting in his 
Parliament. Among his Cavaleeres as he is now, 
he isa priſoner ( for onght I know ) by force, or 
by fraud, or under their Counſel] ; that we all ſee 
cieare. His Majeſty among the Cavalceres, and 
the Declarations, and Ordinances, and Meflages 
comming through their hands, that is one rhing ; 
bur take His Majeſty as in his Parliament , and-I 
thinke you will thinke that when the were berter 


informed and adviſed, he wogld be of another mind. 
You 


—_ 

Youwill ſay, if we DEL ureof thar, that he 
would be of anorher mind, we ſhould be ſatisfied. 

What could God doemore > Hath he not given 
you a pledge ir your owne hands already > Within 
theſe two .yecres, His Majeſty gave out all His De- 
clararions aud Proreſtarions againſt Scrot/and, we 
ſee a great deale of difference, betweene His Ma- 


jeſty with the Mali 
for we ſee afterwards he gave che Scots thanks, and 


gave thanks through all the Kingdome ; when 
the ſpe&tacles were taken, off his noſe, and he ſaw 
arighr, then they where brethren, aud diſmiſſed in 
peace. VWhat could the Lord doe more to prepare 
youfor this rime, and againſt this ſtumbling block? 
If His Majeſty were milled ſo lately, is it not pro- 
bable he would now returne againe if he oninhs oct 
out of theſe mens hands ; conſidering eſpecially 
that rheſe were the ſpeciall ſticklers, che commit- 
rers, and promoters of rhe Northern troubles. 

But His Majeſty promiſerh to maintaiue Raligion 
and the Lawes. 

Though hedogracioufly,yet theCavaleerspromiſe 
the contrary, and.therefore as I ſaid of David and 
Zedekish, and thoſe that were ſurrounded with flat- 
terers and evill Cougſellers, Ic was not whar David 
promiſed,but what 70a would give leaveto be done; 
It was not what Zedetzab promiſed, bur whar his 
Princes would give way to. .Now we read His Ma- 
ſeſties promiſes, and we frele the Cavaleers denial. 

> we 


nants,and with His Parliament, 
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(34) 
Wequeſtion not but HisMajeſty intends the thinss 
that he ſpeakes ; but when I feecle on my skin; 
the quite contrary, IT muſt conclude, thar how ever 
His Majeſty promiſe, and'ittend-this, yet they re- 
ſolve rhe contrary. ws q 
Would you have inſtance > His Majeſtypromi-- 
{erh rhe defence of the true proteſtant Religion; the: 
Cavaleeres take in Papiſts, and they are the chiefe 
Commanders in the Army. T heare His Majeſties 
promiſe, and 1 beleeve His intentions, but 1 feele 
the Cavaleeres practiſe dire&tly. contrary. So I 
heare Hts Majeſty ſay he will delfver delinquents to” 
puniſhment ; the Cavaleeres promote rhem , and 
chey goe in the head of the Army. I heare His 
Majeſty proteſt and promiſe that He intends tor 
maintaine the Lawes, the gednndges of Parlia- 
menr, and the propriety of the Subject ; but the- 
Cavaleeres rob, and kill, and ſlay againſt all Law; 
ſo that no man can ſay this is his owne. So thar' 
this muſt bethe anſwer, His Majeſty.proteſts theſe 
things, and we take them as His purpoſes ; bur the: 
Cavaleeres doe the contrary, wee feele it on our 
Skins, it ſticks cloſe to us. : 
Therefore abruptly for the reſult of all ; for His 
Majeſties proteſtations and promiſes, we cannot' 
but thankfully accept them'; and what -betrer way 
to expreſſe our tthankfulneſſe, theri to goe againſt 
wicked men' that goe againſt Mis promiſes, and 
»deeme Him from the- hands of theſe wicked. 
Crearures- 


+. 
erearures, thar he may be able'to make good His 
Proteſtations indeed, from which they keepe Him 
by over-counſelling Him; and over-maſtering 
Him > I have beene abrupt, But [ hope 
that ſome ſeeds of that chat hath 
beene ſpoken may take 


impreſſion. 
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